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9The Calendars of Ancient Israel

The Calendars of Ancient Israel p 3 (Konig’s Summary)
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The Calendars of Ancient Israel p 7 (Summary)
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The Calendars of Ancient Israel p 8 (Summary)
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The Calendars of Ancient Israel p 9 & 11 (Summary)
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The Calendars of Ancient Israel p 12 (Summary)
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The Calendars of 
Ancient Israel 

p 14/15 (Summary)

Seems to be 
a “battle of 
calendars” 
here & the 
battle still 

rages today.
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The Calendars of Ancient Israel 
p 16 (Summary)
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Herodotus
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• Before we investigate anything 
around the Egyptian calendar, it is 

(dated to 196 BC, 
found in 1799) that 

 which had information 
about “reformation of the calendar” 
in Egypt. 

34



attempted to reform 
the calendar to effectively a 365.25 year via 
a modern leap year system.

• Even though this was as late as 238 BCE, 
still with great pomp the Egyptians would 
write, of 

Columbia University translates it this way:
• “… if the arrangement of the year remained 

of 360 days plus the 5 days later brought 
into usage …”

• The setting aside of the last five days agrees 
with the practice which  [~440 BC] 

 to the Egyptians of 

35

Is Egypt holding an important 
KEY of understanding?
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Herodotus

Father of
History
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https://biblearchaeology.org/research/exodus-from-egypt/3147-amenhotep-ii-and-the-historicity-of-the-exodus-pharaoh 

https://biblearchaeology.org/research/exodus-from-egypt/3147-amenhotep-ii-and-the-historicity-of-the-exodus-pharaoh
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In ancient times, twelve thirty-

day months were used making a total 

of 360 days for the year.  Abraham, used 

the 360-day year, which was known in Ur. 

The Genesis account of the flood in the 

days of Noah illustrated this 360-day 

year by recording the 150-day interval till 

the waters abated from the earth.
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lunar_phases
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chinese_calendar#:~:text=Solar

%20calendars%20were%20used%20before,Day%201%20W

u%20Xing%20element

The traditional Chinese calendar was developed between 771 

and 476 BCE, during the

the

the

One version of the solar calendar is the five

calendar (

365

each phase corresponding to a Day 1 Wu Xing element. A 

phase began with a governing

by six 12

week months, making each year ten months long. Years 

began on a

followed by a

a

day and a 72

followed by a water phase.

the
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After being adopted 
as a calendar these 
would have lost their 
clear lunar reference, 

permitting their 
repurposing for 
Jupiter stations.
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• Worlds in Collision is a book by Immanuel Velikovsky.  
Pg 333:  More reference to the Canopus Decree and 
Ebers Papyrus – which has been given previously.  
He also mentions Plutarch.

Plutarch was a Greek biographer and 
author born in the 1st century CE whose 
works strongly influenced the evolution of
 the essay, the biography, and historical writing 
in Europe from the 16th to the 19th century.

Leaning toward 
the sensational, Plutarch nevertheless relied on 
available sources for every thing he wrote. 
He made nothing up himself and can be 
considered as reliable as his source material.

63

Worlds in Collision, Immanuel Velikovsky (1950)
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• According to Worlds in Collision, many of the ancient 
cultures recorded a 360-day solar year, with a 30-day lunar 
cycle (a synchronized solar-lunar calendar that accounts for 
equinoxes marking the end of the year).  Notice this quote: 

• “The ancient Vedas of India showed a 360 day year in 
the Brahmanas and they record that the moon waxed 
for 15 days and waned for 15 days in a month.  The 
Brahmanas also state that the sun moved north 180 days 
and moved south 180 days in a year.  In a later period, the 
Vedas record that the year was reformed to 365¼ days. 
In ancient Persia, the calendar had 360 days; later, it was 
reformed to add 5 Gatha days to the year length.  The 
Sumerians had a 360-day year with months of 30 days, 
and the Babylonians adopted that Sumerian calendar.  
At the beginning of the 7th century BC, Babylon added 
5 days to the year length.  In ancient Assyria, the clay 
tablets from the royal library in Nineveh showed a 360
day year occurred in the 8th or 7th century BC according 
to Plutarch and the Book of Sotis, with 5 epagomenal 
days added to the year length.  The Mayans of Mexico 
and Incas of Peru in Central and South America had a 
360-day year calendar, later they added 5¼ days to the 
calendar.  Other countries like China and Polynesia had 
360-day calendars that they amended by adding 5 days to 
the year-China called their added 5¼ days, Khe-ying days.”

64

Worlds in Collision, Immanuel Velikovsky (1950)

Worlds in Collision, Immanuel Velikovsky (1950)

• Definition of Gatha Days: The calendar reforms also introduced five 
intercalary days ("Gatha" days) following the twelfth month, and so, 
because the "all souls" festival was conventionally observed on the 
last day of the year, the festival was then also observed during the 
newly introduced last days of the year, i.e. the five intercalary days.

• Definition of Epagomenal Days: Epagomenal days are days within 
a solar calendar that are outside any regular month.  And: The 
intercalary month or epagomenal days of the ancient Egyptian, 
Coptic, and Ethiopian calendars are a period of five days in common 
years and six days in leap years in addition to those calendars' 12 
standard months, sometimes reckoned as their thirteenth month. 
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We just examined 11 ancient civilizations of which 
10 of them worshipped other elohim, on different 

calendars.  Israel was never meant to be classed as 
a pagan nation, even though they persistently 

apostatized, many times following many pagan 
gods, customs and feasts.

• Exempting Israel, why is 
it that 9 pagan nations 
did not intercalate any 

extra days (5/6) past the 
360th day into their 

calendars somewhere 
between the 1st and 

12th month?
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Did you notice that out of the
11 ancient civilizations not one of them 

honored a calendar with 364 days, 
or intercalated a week every 7 years?

• Why is it that only the 
calendars from the 

Dead Sea Scrolls of 
Qumran intercalate 

extra days at the end 
of months 3, 6, 9 & 12?  
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